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6^5  Jlmtual'  lAeporf  JC3 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1906 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
QUARRY  BANK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, — 

In  this  Report  I  shall  adhere  to  the  general  plan  adopted 
in  late  years. 

To  properly  appreciate  the  remainder  in  the  body  of  the 
Report,  it  is  essential  that  the  tables  at  the  end,  arranged 
on  a  plan  prescribed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  County  Council,  should  be  carefully  perused.  Table  I. 
(L.G.B.)  is  particularly  instructive,  as  it  gives  a  comparison 
with  the  figures  of  the  preceding  ten  years  and  their  averages. 
To  draw  deductions  from  the  statistics  of  any  two  years 
amongst  so  small  a  population  is  obviously  unjust,  however 
reliable  it  may  be  for  such  big  populations  as  those  of  London 
and  England;  but  their  value  greatly  increases  when  a 
number  of  years  is  shown. 

T  he  birth-rate,  although  high,  is  slowly  diminishing  in 
common  with  that  of  the  whole  country.  Among  public 
health  experts  and  social  economists  this  is  regarded  as  a 
national  calamity,  and  demands  careful  investigation. 

The  general  death-rate,  the  Zymotic  death-rate,  and  the 
Phthisis  death-rate,  are  lower  than  the  average  of  preceding 
years,  but  the  infantile  death-rate  has  increased.  The  latter 
is  very  unsatisfactory,  as  it  is  perhaps  the  one  factor  which, 
on  the  whole,  reflects  more  the  sanitary  state  of  any  district 
than  any  other.  It  may,  as  has  formerly  happened,  prove  to 
be  an  accidental  increase;  but  every  effort  should  be  made 
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Population. 


to  secure  its  improvement.  There  have  been  epidemics  of 
Scarlet  Fever  &  Whooping  Cough,  &  a  limited  one  of  Enteric 
Fever.  Epidemic  diarrhoea  was  rather  prevalent,  and  cases 
of  Diphtheria  were  rather  more  numerous  than  usual. 

No  Measles  has  occurred. 

The  perennial  problems  of  the  extinction  of  the  privy 
middens,  the  general  improvement  of  house  property,  cleaner 
cowsheds,  and  better  dairies,  need  your  closest  attention. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  poor  people, 
whose  resources  have  been  drained  by  damages  from  mining 
operations  in  the  past,  it  is  impossible  to  get  anything  like 
sweeping  reforms  in  house  repairs  in  such  cases,  without 
inflicting  the  greatest  hardships;  but  there  are  also  very  many 
houses  owned  by  wealthy  persons,  not  residing  in  the  district, 
whose  estates  are  managed  by  local  agents,  and  with  these 
no  such  question  as  hardship  arises;  and  it  is  the  obvious 
and  bounden  duty  of  the  Council  to  secure  for  the  poor  people, 
who  are  compelled  to  live  in  these  houses,  such  a  measure 
of  sanitation  as  the  law  permits  and  expects.  Whilst 
admitting  the  influence  of  the  environment  on  the  tenants, 
the  influence  of  the  tenant  on  the  environment  may  be  even 
greater,  and  a  law  that  would  ensure  cleanliness,  both  of 
person  and  habitation,  would  tend  to  a  better  understanding 
between  tenant  and  landlord.  As  no  such  law  is  ever  likely 
to  be  enacted  in  England,  the  doctrine  of  cleanliness  should 
be  inculcated  on  every  occasion  :  in  the  schools,  in  the  pulpit, 
and  in  the  Press — and  what  cannot  be  achieved  by  compulsion 
may  finally  yield  to  suasion  and  strategy. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  poplation  in  April,  1901,  was  6,912,  living  in  1,359 
houses,  giving  an  average  of  5.09  persons  to  each  inhabited 
house.  Estimating  by  the  usual  methods,  it  should  have 
reached  7,014  by  the  middle  of  1906,  and  on  this  estimated 
population  the  statistics  for  this  Report  arc  based. 

During  the  year  222  births  have  been  registered,  of 
which  103  were  of  males  and  119  of  females,  the  birth-rate 
being,  therefore,  31.65  per  1,000  per  annum,  against  233, 
and  a  birth-rate  of  33.31  per  1,000  per  annum  in  1905. 


Births. 
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One  hundred  and  five  deaths  in  the  district  were  recorded, 
to  which  should  be  added  10  deaths  in  institutions  outside 
the  district  ol  persons  who  resided  in  the  district.  One  death 
in  the  Infectious  Hospital  of  a  person  who  resided  in  Quarry 
Hank  was  the  only  death  in  institutions  in  the  district,  so  that 
the  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  is  115,  and  the 
corrected  total  death-rate  16.39  Per  L000  per  annum.  The 
corresponding'  figures  lor  1905  were  127  and  18.16  per  1,000 
per  annum. 

TABLE  I. — Ages  at  which  Deaths  occurred. 


Under  1  year 

38 

1  year  and 

under  5 

years 

17 

5  y  y 

!5 

y  y 

8 

15 

25 

y  y 

4 

25 

65 

y  * 

24 

65  and  over 

24 

Total 

1  rS 

There  has  been  no  deaths  from  Measles,  and  as  far  as 
I  have  ascertained  no  case  of  Measles  during  the  year.  This 
is  in  conformity  with  the  general  rule  for  your  district,  that 
Measles  is  epidemic  usually  every  alternate  year.  It  was 
very  prevalent  in  1905. 

The  epidemic  of  this  disease,  which  prevailed  in  the  latter 
half  of  1905,  was  continued  in  1906,  being  fairly  extensive 
in  January,  but  dying  away  in  February  not  to  re-appear 
during  the  year.  It  occasioned  4  deaths,  all  in  children  under 
5  years  of  age.  This  disease,  like  Measles  ancl  Scarlet  Fever, 
is  more  fatal  to  young  children,  and  the  infection  often 
spreads  through  the  medium  of  the  infant  school  :  a  fact 
used  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  limiting  school  attendance 
to  children  over  5  years  of  age,  when,  if  the  disease  were 
contracted,  it  would  be  less  likely  to  prove  fatal.  I  have  so 
often,  and  especially  in  my  report  for  1906,  pointed  out  the 
folly  of  allowing  those  suffering  from  this  disease  to  associate 
with  children  at  a  susceptible  age,  that  I  will  content  myself 
with  repeating  that  it  is  among  the  most  infectious  of  diseases, 
and  that  beyond  being  often  fatal  during  the  attack,  its 
train  ol  complications,  among  which  are  Bronchitis,  Asthma, 
and  Consumption,  is  scarcely  less  to  be  dreaded  than  death 
itself. 


Deaths. 


Measles. 

No  Deaths. 


Whooping 

Cough. 

4  Deaths. 
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Influenza. 
No  Death 


Diarrhoea. 
3  Deaths 


A  few  cases  of  Influenza  were  noticed  in  March,  and  a 
moderately  extensive  outbreak  in  December.  There  was 
nothing  peculiar  about  the  type  of  this  disease,  and  no 
fatal  case  resulted. 

Speaking  of  this  disease  in  the  limited  sense  of  the 
Zymotic  or  Epidemic  disease,  due  to  specific  infection,  only 
3  deaths  have  been  recorded  :  2  in  September  (ist  and  ioth), 
and  i  on  October  ist.  The  month  of  September  was 
remarkable,  especially  during  the  first  four  days,  for  itsintense 
heat,  which  reached  a  maximum  at  Birmingham  Observatory 
of  90.6  in  the  shade.  The  months  of  July  and  August  were 
also  remarkably  dry,  the  rainfall  for  each  month  being  0.895 
inches.  Although  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  nearly 
2  inches  in  excess  of  the  average  of  the  past  19  years,  26.56 
inches  having  fallen,  October  had  the  heaviest  rainfall  with 
4.865  inches.  I  quote  these  figures,  as  it  is  well  known  that 
the  prevalence  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  (or,  as  it  was  formerly 
called,  Summer  Diarrhoea)  is  greatly  influenced  by  the  rain¬ 
fall  and  temperature.  Either  a  small  rainfall  or  a  high  mean 
temperature  favour  the  development  of  the  contagious 
material  by  which  the  disease  is  produced,  and  a  heavy  rain¬ 
fall  or  a  low  temperature  tend  to  check  it.  The  actual 
contagious  element  is  believed  to  be  a  micro-organism,  which 
thrives  best  in  the  soil  when  its  temperature  is  high,  and 
this  is  conveyed  as  fine  dust  to  food,  etc.,  or  inhaled  directly. 
Heavy  rains  prevent  the  formation  of  dust,  and  cool  and 
wash  the  soil — hence  their  beneficial  effects.  We  see,  then, 
that  in  the  autumn  of  1906  conditions  were  most  lavourable 
to  the  multiplication  of  these  micro-organisms,  and  to  their 
dissemination  in  the  air.  Another  factor,  and  one  of  even 
greater  importance,  is  the  presence,  or  absence,  of  animal 
and  vegetable  pollution  of  the  soil;  the  micro-organisms 
thrive  most,  if  not  only,  where  this  pollution  exists,  for  it 
seems  almost  necessary  to  their  existence.  As  we  obviously 
cannot  control  the  temperature,  and  can  only,  to  a  limited 
degree,  allay  dust  by  means  of  hose  pipe  or  water  cart,  the 
only  direction  in  which  a  Sanitary  Authority  can  offer  any 
real  resistance  to  the  advance  of  this  disease  is  in  preventing 
soil  pollution,  and  in  advising  the  boiling  or  cooking  of  food 
liable  to  infection.  I  have  in  all  my  recent  annual  Reports 
dilated  upon  the  importance  of  abolishing  large  privy  middens, 
and  of  removing  refuse  from  the  vicinity  of  dwelling  houses. 
Some  degree  of  progress  is  being  made,  but  these  conditions 
are  so  prevalent  that  at  the  present  rate  it  will  be  many 
years  before  a  substantial  reduction  is  effected. 
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The  3  cases  classed  as  Enteritis  occurred  in  January, 
May,  and  December. 

The  diseases  included  by  the  Registrar-General,  under 
the  term  “  Zymotic  ”  are  as  follows  : — Small-pox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup,  Typhus,  Enteric  and  Continued  Fevers, 
Cholera  and  Diarrhoea.  The  deaths  in  this  class  were  : — 


TABLE  II. — Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  12 


I  his  gives  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  1.71,  which  is  rather 
less  than  the  mean  of  the  preceding  6  years,  viz.,  1.99.  The 
rates  for  years  of  which  I  have  a  "record  are  : — 

*9°°  2.35  1903  ...  1.72 

J901  x-73  1904  •••  2.43 

I9°2  2.74  1905  ...  1. 00 


TABLE  III. 

Synopsis  of  Birth  and  Death-rates  in  Quarry  Bank  District, 
County  of  Stafford,  and  England 


Quarry 

Bank. 

1906 

County  of 
Stafford. 

1905 

Genl.  Urban  only 

England. 

1904 

Genl  Large  towns. 

Birth-rate 

31-65 

310 

32 

272 

282 

General  Death-rate 

corrected  . . 

1639 

r5‘4 

I5-9 

15-2 

r5'7 

Infantile  Death-rate 

171 

I44 

153 

128 

140 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

171 

1  '77 

200 

1-52 

i-88 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0  99 

083 

0-87 

— 

— 

1  hirt  v-eight  deaths  were  registered  among  children  unde 
1  year  ol  age,  giving  an  Infantile  death-rate  of  17 1  per  1  00c 
against  35  and  a  death-rate  of  150  in  1905.  From  Table  III 


Zymotic 
Disease  and 
Death  Rate  yy i. 


Infantile 
Mortality. 
171  per  1000 
births. 
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in  the  text  this  will  be  seen  to  be  much  above  the  Infantile 
death-rate  of  the  County  of  Stafford,  and  of  the  whole  of 
England.  The  low  birth-rate  should  be  considered  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  estimate,  as  it  is  based  on  the  ratio  of 
deaths  to  births,  not  of  deaths  to  population.  Details  of 
the  causes  of  deaths  are  given  in  the  Local  Government 
Board  Table  V.,  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  The  principal 
features  are  the  great  number  of  deaths  from  early  (probably 
congenital)  debility,  chest  diseases,  and  diarrhoeal  diseases. 
Eleven  of  the  38  deaths  were  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life.  In  my  annual  Report  for  1905  I  discussed  the  causes 
of  Infantile  fatality  at  great  length,  and  my  opinion  on  this 
question  must  be  now  very  well  known  to  the  Council.  I 
also  dealt  with  the  lines  on  which  its  prevention  might 
best  be  effected,  especially  emphasising  the  following  : — 

1.  A  more  educated  and  skilful  class  of  Midwives,  at 

whose  hands  the  poor  mother  can  receive  her  first 
instruction  as  to  the  feeding  and  care  of  her  child. 
The  present  representatives  are  wanting  in  both 
skill  and  knowledge. 

2.  Teaching  of  Infant  Hygiene  to  the  upper  standard  in 

the  girls’  schools.  This  has  been  done  in  your 
Council  Schools  since  1903,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  should  be  productive  of  good.  I  have 
again  asked  the  headmasters  of  both  your  schools 
for  their  opinion  on  this  point,  and  they  reply  as 
follow  : — 

Mr.  Lewis,  Headmaster  of  High  Street  Schools. 

“  After  conference  with  the  Headmistress  of 
“  Girls’  Department  on  the  matter  of  teaching 
“  ‘  Infant  Hygiene,’  I  am  quite  convinced  that  it  is 
“  a  most  important,  suitable,  and  necessary  subject 
“  for  the  senior  girls. 

“  The  children  are  interested  in  the  subject,  and 
“  that  that  interest  is  unabated. 

“  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the 
“  receptivity  of  the  children  on  all  the  essential 
“  points,  and  especially  with  the  assistance  and 
“  elucidation  of  the  teachers,  which  always  accom- 
“  pany  the  reading. 
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“  \  ou  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  books  kindly 
furnished  (by  the  Council)  have  been  of  much 
“  service,  and  that  these  have  been  supplemented  by 
“  a  reader,  ‘  The  Laws  of  Health.’ 

In  the  Boys’  Department  (Senior  Scholars) 
“  we  have  had  in  use  a  ‘  Health  Reader,’  with  a 
“  view  to  add  such  suitable  information  and  instruc- 
“  t«on  needed  in  the  later  years  of  school  life,  to 
“  correspond  with  that  of  the  girls.” 

Mr.  Hunt,  Headmaster  of  Mount  Pleasant  Schools. 

We  have  taken  a  much  more  extended  course 
of  lessons  this  year  than  during  any  previous  year, 

‘ '  as  I  find  the  children  appreciate  the  value  of  having 
“  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health.  Thus 
we  have  treated  the  subject  under  the  following 
‘‘heads: 

(a)  Human  Physiology  in  Relation  to  Hygiene. 

“  ( b )  Foods  and  Feeding. 

(c)  Care  of  Infants. 

( d )  Personal  Hygiene. 

“  Allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
”  you  for  the  continued  interest  you  take  in  the 
“  education  of  the  child  in  Infant  Hygiene.” 

1  he  subject  has  been  before  Parliament  recently, 
and  sooner  or  later  must  become  part  of  the  school 
curriculum  legally  enforced. 

3-  A  Health  Missioner. — The  County  Council  have 
recently  been  petitioned  by  your  Council  to  make  a 
grant  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  Health 
Missioner  in  your  district,  but  has  not  yet  acquiesced. 

I  am  convinced  by  reports  from  other  districts 
where  Missioners  are  engaged,  that  on  these  lines  the 
reduction  of  Infant  Mortality  is  more  likely  to  be 
quickly  achieved  than  on  any  other,  and  I  urge 
you,  therefore,  to  renew  your  petition  periodically 
and  with  greater  emphasis. 

I  also  mentioned  the  interesting  experiment  made  in 
Huddersfield,  where  a  prize  of  was  given  to  the  parent 
for  each  child  reared  to  one  year  of  age  :  a  most  successful 
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Inquests. 


Uncertified 

Deaths. 


Scarlet  Fever. 
Cases  80 
Deaths  3 


experiment,  resulting  in  a  reduction  of  the  Infantile  death- 
rate  to  one-half  of  its  former  amount.  There  was,  I  believe, 
a  Committee  of  Lady  Lay-helpers,  one  of  whom  visited  the 
home  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  birth  of  the  child  was 
reported,  and  gave  such  advice  as  the  mother  needed.  1  here 
is  no  reason  why,  although  the  prize  may  not  be  forth¬ 
coming  from  Quarry  Bank,  the  Committee  of  Lay-helpers 
might  not  be  organised  on  the  same  lines  as  in  Huddersfield, 
and  be  productive  of  an  enormous  amount  of  good.  It  might 
require  a  little  guidance  at  first,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity 
of  advice  and  action,  but  this  could  easily  be  arranged.  It  is 
folly  to  continually  abuse  the  poor  mother  on  her  ignorance 
and  indifference,  when,  by  a  little  friendly  advice  and  help, 
these  defects  might  be  remedied. 

Four  inquests  have  been  held,  the  verdict  being 
respectively  :  “  Accidental  burns,”  “  Natural  causes,” 

“  Suicide,”  “  Murder.”  This  is  the  first  murder  I  recollect 
being  recorded  in  your  district. 

No  death  was  returned  as  uncertified. 

NOTIFICATION  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  hundred  and  ten  cases  of  the  usual  Notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  have  been  reported,  details  of  which  will 
be  found  in  Table  III.  (L.G.B.),  appended. 

This  makes  the  fourth  year  in  succession  (1903-1906)  in 
which  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  epidemic  in  the  district.  Tables 
IV.  and  V.  in  the  text  show  that  from  January  to  August 
fresh  cases  were  constantly  appearing,  and  that  nearly  every 
street  was  sooner  or  later  affected.  After  that  the  epidemic 
subsided,  so  that  bv  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  vanished. 
It  was  clearly  a  continuation  of  that  in  the  later  months  of 
1905,  and,  apart  from  isolation  in  the  Hospital,  the  usual 
preventive  measures  were  taken  with  little  avail.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  take  strong  measures  with  some  of  the 
parents  for  exposing  their  children  whilst  contagious;  they, 
however,  expressed  their  regret  to  the  Council,  and  thus 
escaped  prosecution.  I  also  discovered  two  concealed  cases 
in  Ravensitch,  but  the  mother  assured  me  that  she  thought 
the  disease  was  Measles,  and  that  she  was  on  the  point  of 
sending  for  the  doctor.  As  the  attacks  were  evidently  recent 
(two  or  three  days  old  at  most),  this  explanation  was  accepted. 
Only  one  case  was  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  this  was 
a  domestic  servant  in  the  house  of  a  resident  whose  duties 
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required  him  to  enter  the  homes  of  others,  and  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  public  meetings.  The  ideal  condition  would 
be  to  isolate  each  case  in  the  Hospital;  but  at  present  you 
cannot,  I  understand,  afford  the  expenditure  involved.  The 
following  tables  show  the  distribution  of  the  disease  as  to 
time  and  place  : — 


TABLE  IV. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  each  of  the  following 
districts  : — 


STREETS. 


King  Street 
High  Street 
Hill  Street 
Bower  Lane 
Cradley  Forge 
New  Street 
Thorns  Road 
Birch  Coppice 
Maughan  Street 
Dunn’s  Bank 
West  Street 
Stour  Hill 
Queen  Street 
Bower  Street 
Merry  Hill 
Rose  Hill 
Sheffield  Street 
Caledonia 
Z  Street  ... 
Hammer  Bank- 
Level  Woods 
Mearce  Coppice 
Oak  Street 
East  Street 
Brook  Street 
Ravensitch 


Date  of  ist  Case. 

No.  OF 
Cases 

January  4 

3 

»  5 

1 1 

> »  14 

5 

„  15 

2 

,,  16 

X 

..  25 

7 

29 

2 

,,  29 

9 

>,  29 

4 

February  26 

2 

March  23 

2 

April  8 

1 

,,  10 

5 

,,  26 

1 

May  7 

2 

»  >5 

1 

June  2 

3 

»  2 

1 

„  24 

1 

„  27 

1 

July  2 

2 

„  11  1 

3 

»  25  | 

3 

24 

5 

..  3° 

1 

Aug.  9 

2 

80 
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Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 
Cases  16 
Deaths  2 
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TABLE  V. 


Month 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Locality  of  Enteric 

Probable  Cause 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

of  Enteric  Fever. 

January 

13 

,  . 

February 

13 

.  • 

•  . 

March 

4 

•  . 

•  . 

April 

6 

.  . 

•  . 

May 

5 

2 

Both  30,  Mount 

Infection  import- 

Pleasant 

ed  and  infected 

JuDe 

8 

second  case. 

July 

13 

I 

30,  Mount  Pleasant 

Personal  Infec- 

August 

12 

.  • 

tion. 

September 

2 

4 

4  at  8,Mount  Pleasant 

Foul  water  in 
cellar. 

Polluted  subsoil 

October 

3 

8 

2  at  8,  ,, 

2  at  26 . 

water,  and  pos- 

1  at  25 . 

sibly  personal 

1  at  45,  „  ,, 

infection  in  a 

1  at  17,  ,, 

few  cases. 

1  at  High  Street 

None  found. 

November 

I 

I 

1  at  16,  M  'nt  Pleasant 

Neighbour  of  17 

80 

l6 

An  epidemic,  severe  in  type,  but  fortunately  limited  in 
distribution  and  number  of  persons  attacked,  arose  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  in  Mount  Pleasant.  The  first  case  was 
that  of  a  young  woman  at  30,  Mount  Pleasant,  who,  I  was 
informed,  had  been  living  away  from  home.  Soon  after  her 
return  the  symptoms  of  Enteric  Fever  developed,  and  her 
mother,  who  nursed  her,  contracted  the  disease.  It  was 
hoped  to  remove  them  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  there 
were  at  the  time  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  wards  from 
Brierley  Hill.  This  was  in  May.  The  next  was  reported  in 
July,  in  the  same  house,  30,  Mount  Pleasant.  In  September, 
October,  and  November,  13  other  cases  were  reported,  12 
of  which  were  in  Mount  Pleasant,  not  far  from  No.  30,  and 
the  other  in  Upper  High  Street,  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  or  more  away.  I  investigated  the  outbreak  with  a  view 
to  discovering  its  origin,  and  with  the  result  that  I  was 
able  to  exclude  the  following  possible  sources  : — 

1.  Water  Supply  :  This  was  from  the  South  Staffordshire 
Water  Works  in  practically  every  case,  and  the 
outbreak  would  not  have  been  so  limited  if  this  were 
infected. 
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2.  Milk  Supply  :  I  his  was  from  several  different  dealers. 

1  iound  that  at  one  dairy  a  boy,  who  had  a  brother 
at  home  ill  with  Enteric,  was  employed  to  assist  in 
milking  and  taking  out  milk.  He  was  immediately 
prohibited  lrom  this  work.  The  sick  brother  had, 
however,  been  taken  ill  some  weeks  after  the  earlier 
cases,  and  there  was  no  special  incidence  of  the 
disease  among  the  customers  supplied. 

3.  School  Infection:  lhe  schools  were  provided  with 

privy  middens  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  deep  sewer 
into  which  to  discharge  w.c’s.,  but  the  age  distribu¬ 
tion,  principally  over  15  years,  precludes  this  as  a 
probable  source. 

4.  Shell  Fish  and  Ice-cream  :  None  of  these  articles  had 

been  recently  taken  by  the  patients. 

5-  Personal  Contact  :  1  his  might  have  accounted  for  a 
lew  cases,  but  in  most  was  absolutely  excluded. 

1  hese  investigations  impressed  me  very  forcibly  with 
the  important  part  that  insanitary  surroundings  probably 
play  in  the  spread  (it  not  the  origin)  of  Enteric  Fever.  My 
notes  of  the  inspection  at  30,  Mount  Pleasant  (the  lirst  house 
affected)  were  as  follows  : — 

Premises  most  insanitary.  No  drain;  cesspool  in 
garden  very  foul;  loul  wash  tub  near  house.  Overfull  ashpit; 
large  collection  of  reluse  near  the  ashpit.  ’’  And  I  reported 
that  “  the  premises  wanted  general  overhauling,  w.c.  and 
drains  to  be  connected  to  main;  wash  tubs  and  refuse 
‘‘  removed  and  ground  thoroughly  impregnated  with  disin¬ 
fectants.”  I  learnt  then  that  the  deep  sewer  which  was  to 
have  been  laid  had  been  delayed  owing  to  mining  operations, 
which  had  within  the  last  two  years  or  so  thrown  down 
several  adjacent  houses  and  caused  wholesale  sinking  of 
land.  The  result  was  that  the  land  was  waterlogged,  and 
the  presence  of  old  privies,  middens,  and  pigsties  must  have 
polluted  the  subsoil  and  surface  water  to  an  enormous  extent. 
In  many  of  the  infected  houses  the  occupants  complained 
to  me  that  in  times  of  rain  water  rose  in  the  cellars,  and  when 
it  receded  left  a  loul  slimy  deposit.  On  my  report  the  Council 
decided  to  carry  out  the  deep  sewerage  at  all  risks,  and  this 
las  been  done.  The  house  connections  are  being  made,  and 


Diphtheria  and 
Membranous 
Croup. 
Cases  6 
Deaths  o 


Puerperal 
Fever. 
Cases  2 
Deaths  o 


Erysipelas 
Cases  6 
Deaths  o 
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the  school  privies  will  also  be  converted  into  w.c.’s  and 
connected.  The  soil  will  be  rendered  drier  by  these  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  if  iurther  contamination  can  be  prevented,  by 
abolishing  the  privy  middens  and  pigsties,  Enteric  Fever  as 
an  epidemic  should  be  a  thing  of  the  past  in  this  vicinity. 

So  that  the  probable  orig  in  of  the  disease  was  : — 

(a)  An  imported  primary  case  at  30,  Mount  Pleasant. 

( b )  Contagion  carried  by  polluted  surface  (subsoil)  water 

to  the  adjacent  houses. 

On  October  12th  special  provision  was  made  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  10  cases  were  taken  there.  In  all,  11 
cases  were  finally  admitted,  one  of  whom  died  in  the  hospital. 
1  he  Isolation  Hospital  was  without  doubt  most  instrumental 
in  checking  the  epidemic. 

Five  cases  ot  Diphtheria  and  one  of  Membranous  Croup 
occurred,  distributed  as  follows  : — 3  in  New  Street,  1  in  Z 
Street,  Mill  Street,  and  Sheffield  Street  respectively.  I  am 
unable  to  suggest  any  cause  for  the  case  in  Mill  Street,  but 
in  Z  Street,  New  Street,  and  Sheffield  Street  I  found  such 
insanitary  conditions  as  uncovered  ashpits  and  offensive  wash 
tubs.  One  would  think  that  for  their  own  comfort  those  who 
have  wash  tubs  would  place  them  as  far  from  the  house  as 
possible,  but  this  is  not  so.  I  find  them  usually  near  the 
dwelling,  and  apparently  the  owners  presume  there  is  some 
special  virtue  in  allowing  the  contents  to  get  as  stale  and 
noisome  as  possible.  My  practice  is  to  condemn  the  tubs 
and  contents,  and  as  far  as  possible  the  keeping  ol  pigs  near 
the  dwellings,  without  which  the  wash  would  be  valueless. 

Only  at  79,  New  Street,  one  of  the  houses  infected,  was 
a  w.c.  in  use.  A  syringe  and  serum  are  provided  free  by  the 
Council,  and  were  used  in  two  of  the  cases. 

Of  the  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  one  might  have  been 
due  to  insanitary  surroundings  or  to  the  want  of  care  on  the 
part  of  the  midwife;  the  other  must  be  classed  as  apparently 
idiopathic,  the  surroundings  being  ideal,  and  the  attendant 
a  medical  man  who  had  not  been,  to  his  knowledge,  near  a 
similar  case  for  some  time. 

Cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  in  Sun  Street,  West  Street, 
Maughan  Street,  Cradley  Forge,  High  Street,  and  Hammer 
Bank. 


Annual  Report.  17 


The  death-rate  from  this  disease,  0.99  per  1,000  per 
annum,  is  practically  the  same  as  the  average  ol  the  preced¬ 
ing  ten  years,  which  was  1.01. 

the  number  of  deaths  was  7,  which,  however,  included 
a  case  in  the  County  Asylum,  Btallord.  Excluding  this  case, 
the  death-rate  would  be  0.85,  and  considerably  below  the 
average  named.  1  he  other  cases  occurred,  one  in  each  ol 
the  following  streets  : — Caledonia,  btour  Hill,  Rose  Hill, 
New  Street,  Mearce  Coppice,  and  Brick  Street.  When  a 
death  from  Phthisis  is  reported  1  instruct  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  call  and  oiler  to  disinfect  the  bed  room  occupied 
by  the  patient.  Sometimes  the  friends  object,  but  1  anticipate 
that  in  course  of  time  the  necessity  for  classing  Phthisis 
among  infectious  diseases  will  be  better  recognised,  and  the 
objections  will  die  out. 

I  gave  last  year  a  detailed  account  of  a  typical  instance 
of  the  spread  of  Consumption  in  a  family,  and  as  my 
experience  ripens  1  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  such 
instances  are  not  rare.  In  many  districts  this  disease  is 
now  notiliable,  and  for  the  reasons  1  have  given  1  think 
it  would  be  better  if  it  were  universally  so.  1  here  are  many 
objections,  depending  chiefly  on  the  long  duration  of  the 
illness,  but  after  considering  the  evidence  for  and  against 
notification  my  conviction  is  that  it  is  a  movement  in  the 
right  direction,  and  that  in  a  few  years’  time  what  to  some 
now  seem  insuperable  obstacles  will  be  removed  or  overcome. 
Not  that  notification  in  itself  is  capable  of  much  good,  for 
without  the  active  and  intelligent  application  of  preventive 
measures  it  would,  as  notification  has  been  in  some  other 
cases,  be  almost  useless.  The  preventive  measures  that  could 
easily  be  applied  are  : — 

Instruction  of  the  patient  and  friends  in  the  infectious 
nature  ol  Consumption  and  its  channels  of  infection. 

1  he  necessity  for  burning  or  otherwise  disinfecting  the 
expectoration  from  the  patient. 

Ihe  necessity  ol  a  separate  bed  room,  or  at  least  a 
separate  bed  for  the  patient. 

1  he  value  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight,  both  in  and  out  of 
doors. 


Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 
(Phthisis). 
Deaths  7. 
Death  rate  0  99. 


Vaccination 

Returns. 


I  lop-picking. 


Drainage  and 
Street  Paving, 
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The  nature  of  food,  and  the  kind  of  life  best  suited  to 
restore  the  constitution  of  the  patient. 

Periodical  disinfection  of  the  living  rooms. 

Where  means  would  allow,  or  provision  was  made, 
removal  to  a  suitable  country  district  if  able  to 
work,  or  to  a  sanatorium  if  not  so  able,  until  the 
health  is  restored. 

The  demolition  or  restoration  of  insanitary  dwellings 
where  Phthisis  is  fostered,  special  attention  being 
given  to  such  houses  as  have  been  inhabited  by  cases 
of  Phthisis. 

Dr.  Taylor,  the  Public  Vaccinator,  has  again  kindly 
given  me  the  following  statistics  of  the 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  by  him  in  Quarry  Bank. 

In  1906  •••55  In  1904  ...  67 

In  1905  ...  48  In  1903  ...  60 

Many  of  the  other  children  are  vaccinated  in  one  mark 

only. 

In  my  1905  report  I  mentioned  my  intention  of  investi¬ 
gating  during  1906  the  influence  of  hop-picking  on  the 
health  of  the  school  children.  This  I  regret  I  have  been 
unable  to  do,  as  owing  to  a  new  regulation,  the  children  were 
this  year  compelled  to  attend  school. 


SANITARY  NOTES. 

See  Surveyor's  Report. 

The  principal  feature  of  this  year's  draining  operations 
has  been  the  laying  of  the  deep  sewer  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
which  should  give  property  owners  an  opportunity  to  fix 
w.c.’s  in  place  of  the  present  privies.  The  property  owners 
throughout  the  district  have  not  taken  up  this  matter  to  the 
extent  that  was  anticipated,  and  the  privy  midden,  with 
all  its  attendant  nuisances,  is  still  predominant.  In  the  case 
of  new  property,  and  where  in  old  property  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  are  being  re-constructed,  water  closets  should  be, 
and  I.  believe  generally  are,  insisted  on.  But  there  is  urgent 
need  of  a  more  wholesale  condemnation  of  the  present 
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dilapidated  privy  middens,  which  constitute  by  far  the  most 
insanitary  features  of  your  district.  With  proper  w.c.’s  in 
use  the  work  of  scavenging  would  be  much  reduced,  and 
therefore  much  less  expensive.  Large  covered  metal  bins,  to 
receive  house  reluse  and  ashes,  to  be  emptied  weekly,  should 
be  used  wherever  practicable  in  place  ot  ashpits;  but  owing 
to  the  amount  of  ash  from  the  common  coal  and  the  large 
tires  used  by  the  poor  these  would  generally  be  ol  insufficient 
capacity. 

1  his  is  done  by  a  contractor,  and  during  the  past  year 
very  tew  complaints  have  been  made.  Such  work  should  be 
restricted  to  night  time,  and  1  have  had  complaints  lrom 
several  sources  of  the  nuisance  arising  lrom  the  removal  of 
night-soil  in  the  day  time  in  certain  streets;  a  practice,  to 
say  the  least,  offensive,  and  possibly  dangerous  to  those  in 
the  vicinity. 

I  he  water  is  obtained  almost  entirely  from  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  \\  orks  supply.  Eight  houses  have  been 
added  to  this  service  during  1900,  making  a  total  of  1,401 
houses  now  supplied  by  them.  A  few  houses  at  Aston’s  Fold 
and  Ravensitch  are  supplied  by  the  Stourbridge  Water 
W  orks  Company,  and  there  are  in  isolated  outlying  parts 
still  a  few  remaining  whose  only  supply  is  from  wells,  usually 
of  surface  origin. 

A  list  of  these  is  shown  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report,  they  have  been  inspected  regularly.  They  are,  on 
the  whole,  kept  as  clean  as  they  reasonably  can  be,  excepting 
the  cowsheds,  where  there  is  still  a  lack  of  intelligent  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  need  of  clean  floors  and  proper  grooming  of  the 
cattle.  A  youth  employed  to  milk  cows  was  prohibited  from 
so  doing  until  his  brother,  who  had  Enteric  Fever,  had 
recovered.  1  he  dairies  are  often  poor  specimens  from  the 
structural  standpoint.  I  have  repeatedly  been  compelled  to 
expostulate  with  one  ot  the  butchers  on  the  manner  in  which 
his  pigs  are  kept,  the  offal  and  garbage  allowed  to  accumu¬ 
late,  and  the  generally  dirty  condition  of  the  slaughtering 
premises.  Only  by  threatening  prosecution  could  I  get 
reasonable  response  to  my  advice,  and  I  shall  in  future  ask 
the  Council  to  take  legal  proceedings  should  these  conditions 
recur. 

Most  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  district  is  of  good  quality. 
No  unsound  meat  has  been  seized  during  the  year. 


Scavenging. 


Water  supply. 


Slaughter 
Houses,  Dairies, 
and  Cowsheds. 


Inspection  of 
Meat. 
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Ofiensive  There  is,  practically  speaking,  no  offensive  trade  in  the 

Trades.  district. 


Overcrowding 
and  House 
Accommodation 


See  Surveyor’s  Report. 

1  here  is  plenty  ol  house  accommodation,  but  many  of 
the  buildings  are  dilapidated  from  age  or  neglect,  and  others 
from  mining  operations.  A  judicious  selection  of  the  worst 
is  recommended  for  demolition,  and  such  alterations  and 
repairs  as  are  necessary  should  be  rigorously  enforced. 


Canal  Boats  There  are  no  canal  boats  or  registered  lodging  houses 

and  Lodging  in  the  district. 

Houses. 

Factory  and  The  staple  industries,  iron  and  chain-making,  neces- 

Workshops’Act.  sitate  either  working  in  the  open  air  or  in  workshops  with 
unglazed  windows,  so  that  there  is  never  any  reason  to 
complain  of  insufficient  ventilation.  The  light,  owing  to  the 
small  size  of  some  of  the  chain  shop  windows,  is  not  always 
good.  I  have  been  in  communication  with  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  in  relation  to  the  whitewashing  and  paving  of 
chain  shops,  and  as  a  result  the  Council  have  decided  to  insist 
on  the  whitewashing  of  the  interior  of  all  chain  shops  at  least 
once  a  year,  but  they  do  not  feel  disposed  to  enforce  the 
paving  of  the  floors.  It  is  very  desirable,  from  the  standpoint 
of  their  adequate  cleansing,  that  this  should  be  enforced,  but 
there  have  been  strong  representations  made  that,  especially 
in  regard  to  certain  sizes  of  chain,  the  floors  would  soon 
be  broken  up  again.  I  do  not  feel  competent  to  judge  in  this 
matter,  but  it  cannot  be  true  where  small  chains  only  are 
made. 


Quite  apart  from  cleansing  and  paving,  some  of  the  chain 
shops  are  scarcely  fit  for  use,  owing  to  their  dilapidated 
condition  or  to  their  proximity  to  privy  middens  or  collection 
of  manure  or  refuse.  I  have  had  repeatedly  to  call  attention 
to  these  defects,  and  several  of  them  have  been  rectified 
recently. 

The  keeping  of  animals  in  the  workshops  is  prohibited. 
So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  chain- making  does  not  tend 
to  induce  any  particular  disease. 

A  larger  number  of  young  women  are  employed  in 
factories  away  from  home  than  in  former  years,  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  young  women,  married  and  single,  are 
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employed  in  the  chain  shops  before  mentioned.  These  chain 
shops  are  nearly  always  small  outbuildings  near  the  home, 
and  the  mothers  are  therefore  able  to  feed  their  infants  at 
the  breast  and  follow  their  occupation.  This  is  an 
important  point,  as  Dr.  Reid  has  shown  that  where  women 
are  employed  away  from  home  the  infantile  death-rate  tends 
to  increase,  presumably  owing  to  the  artificial  food  and  want 
of  maternal  supervision  entailed. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  to  thank  the  Members  and  Officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  kindly  assistance  at  all  times  in  the 
performance  of  my  duties. 


I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


T.  M.  TIBBETTS. 


January  31st,  1907. 


T 
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Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonging  to 
the  District. 
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Being  Table  III.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Being  Table  IY.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Staffordshire  County  Council. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1906. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents,’’  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

10 

<v 

bjO 

er  i  year. 
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t- 
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in 
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id  under  25. 
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id  upwards. 
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G 

rt 

VO 

cd 
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rt 

VO 

rf 

vo 

VO 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

•  . 

I 

.  . 

I 

.  . 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

Enteritis 

3 

3 

.  . 

•  . 

,  , 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis) 

7 

I 

I 

I 

4 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

4 

2 

.  . 

I 

I 

.  . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

2 

S 

Bronchitis  .. 

18 

4 

I 

I 

4 

8 

Pneumonia  . . 

16 

6 

7 

I 

I 

I 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
organs 

2 

2 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver  .. 

I 

I 

,  , 

Heart  diseases 

3 

.  , 

I 

I 

I 

Accidents 

I 

I 

Suicides 

I 

I 

Murder 

I 

I 

All  other  Causes 

39 

18 

I 

2 

I 

8 

9 

All  causes 

ri5 

38 

17 

8 

4 
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Being  Table  V.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

- - 

Common  i 

Infectious  l  Whooping  Cough 
Diseases  J 

\  Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . 
Diarrhceal  [  Enteritis,  Muco- 
Diseases  j  enteritis,  Gastro- 
1  enteritis 

Wasting  \  Congenital  Defects  . 

Diseases  |  AtroP^’  Deb,Ilty 

J  Marasmus 

Tuberculous  Perit- 
Tuber-  onitis  :  Tabes 

culous  ‘  Mesenterica 

Diseases  Other  Tuberculous 

*  Diseases 

I  Convulsions  .. 

,?ther  \  Bronchitis  .. 

Causes  ^  . 

J  Pneumonia 

Total 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1906,  7014.  Births  in  the  year,  222.  Deaths  of  Infants  in  the  year,  38. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  115. 
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TABLE  X. 

Being  Table  VI.  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector's  Department  auring  the  year  1906,  in  the  Urban  District 

of  Quarry  Bank. 


Dwelling- 

housesand 

Schools. 


House 


Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuis'n's  Abated 

after  Notice  by 

Inspections 

and 

Observat’ns 

made. 

found. 

Informal  by 

Inspector. 

Formal  by 

Authority. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

Foul  Conditions  . . 

45 

24 

17 

4 

13 

_ 

Structural  Defects 

84 

42 

24 

17 

24 

17 

Overcrowding 

>5 

5 

5 

5 

— 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

25 

35 

2 

35 

Lodging-houses  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

30 

10 

10 

— 

IO 

— 

Cowsheds 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

10 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

1057 

35 

35 

— 

35 

— 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

40 

40 

36 

4 

36 

4 

Water  Closets 

4 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Defective  Traps  . 

37 

37 

20 

17 

20 

17 

No  Disconnection 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Other  faults,  such  as  obstructions  . . 

107 

107 

78 

22 

65 

20 

Water  Supply 

5. 

I 

I 

— 

I 

— 

Pigsties 

47 

25 

20 

5 

19 

6 

Animals  improperly  kept  .. 

5 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1577 

374 

259 

71 

241 

99 

Number  of  Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 


Nos. 

3 

2 

Nil. 


117 

107 

3 
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table  XI. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 

AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections'  ™ten 
r  Notices 

FACTORIES  ('ncluding  Factory  Laundries) 
WORKSHOPS  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
WORKPLACES  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

8 

104 

16 

.. 

17 

Total 

128 

17 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts— 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .. 

Overcrowding 
Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  ]  Insufficient  ... 

accommodation  j  nsuita^le  or  defective 
(  INot  separate  for  sexes 
Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report)  . . 

Total 


Number  of  Defects. 
Found.  Remedied. 


3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Homewokk : — 
List  of  Outworkers  (s.  107). 

Lists  received 


Addresses  of  j  Received  from  other  Councils 
Outworkers  (  Forwarded  to  other  Councils 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers'  Premises 

Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  (s.  108;  : _ 

Instances  .. 

Notices  served 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


Num 

)er  of 

Lists. 

Outworkers 

6 

48 

17 

18 

104 

12 

4 

139 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT, 

19  0  6. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
QUARRY  BANK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

METEOROLOGICAL. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1906  was  heavier  than  last  year, 
being  27.670  inches,  against  24.560  inches,  or  3.11  inches 
more.  The  most  rainy  months  were  January,  October,  and 
November,  but  the  heaviest  fall  on  any  one  day  was  on  June 
28th,  when  .88  inches  were  recorded. 

STREET  WATERING. 

This  was  commenced  so  early  as  April  3rd,  and  continued 
well  into  the  month  of  September.  A  new  water  cart  has  been 
purchased,  and  it  is  proposed  to  repair  and  alter  No.  1,  and 
so  be  able  to  deal  with  the  whole  district  in  the  driest  parts  of 
the  year.  The  water  cart  was  out  on  77  days. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  work  of  cleansing  the  streets  has  been  given  atten¬ 
tion,  but  much  more  could  be  accomplished  by  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  shop-keepers  and  some  householders  in  the  bye 
streets.  There  is  some  improvement  in  this  respect,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Maughan  Street. 

SEWERING. 

The  contract  for  laying  about  1,100  of  gin.  sewers  was 
completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  partly  owing 
to  an  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  carry  out  a  further  length  in  Mount  Pleasant.  Connections 
are  being  pushed  forward,  and  it  is  hoped  that  at  an  early 
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date  the  whole  of  this  particular  area  will  be  perfectly  drained. 
1  he  sewers  generally  are  in  good  working  order,  and  periodi¬ 
cal  flushing  will  take  place  now  that  we  have  proper 
appliances.  It  was  found  necessary  to  take  up  a  large  portion 
of  the  top-water  sewer  in  Evers  Street;  this  has  been  re-laid 
and  improvements  made,  and  is  now  working  well. 

STREET  WORKS. 

The  stipulated  amount  of  metal,  330  tons  of  Rowley 
granite,  was  used  on  the  main  roads,  and  175  tons  on  High 
Street.  hive  hundred  tons  ol  blast  furnace  cinder  was  used 
on  other  roads.  I  he  repairs  generally  were  commenced 
earlier  this  year  at  the  request  ol  Mr.  Moncur,  County 
Surveyor.  2,162  super  yards  of  footpaths  were  ashed  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Thorns  Road  at  the  expense  of  the  County. 
Amblecote  Road  and  Coppice  Lane  repairs  have  been  com¬ 
menced,  and  the  worst  portions  covered  with  blast  furnace 
cinder,  300  tons  having  been  used  on  these  two  roads;  it  is 
proposed  to  continue  these  repairs  as  opportunity  arises.  A 
great  hardship  is  inflicted  upon  us  by  the  continual  ripping 
up  oi  the  roads  by  the  Gas  Company.  In  one  street  and  on 
one  occasion  no  less  than  40  excavations  were  made.  The 
mains  not  being  low  enough  (4^  inches  in  some  places)  the 
joints  are  easily  broken,  and  this  necessitates  the  continual 
opening  up,  and  so  preventing  the  keeping  up  of  anything 
like  a  good  surface.  Another  matter  of  importance  that  has 
iecei\ed  attention  is  the  improper  use  of  slippers,  and  the 
assistance  of  the  police  has  been  granted  with  a  view  to 
getting  a  prosecution.  Bower  Lane  Bridge  (an  old-standing 
complaint)  has  been  rebuilt  and  somewhat  raised  and 
widened.  The  approach  from  the  Staffordshire  side  was 
improved  by  us  at  the  cost  of  the  Counties. 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

The  work  of  converting  ashpit  privies  to  water  closets 
is  proceeding  slowly.  Converted  to  w.c.’s,  29;  additional,  3. 

have  great  hopes  that  in  the  coming  year  a  considerably 
greater  number  will  be  done. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  wells  in  the  district,  although 
the  majority  of  houses  are  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Water  Company.  Several  complaints  had  to  be  made  as  to 
the  inadequate  pressure  at  certain  parts  of  the  district,  and 
there  is  now  some  improvement. 

BUILDINGS. 

Twenty-eight  plans  were  presented  and  passed,  and  two 
refused. 

Dwelling-houses  .  16 

Workshops  .  4 

Miscellaneous  .  8 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


Situation. 

Occupier. 

High  Street 

>> 

>  > 

Bird,  S. 

Thomas,  C. 
Grove,  W. 

One  Slaughter  House  closed  voluntarily  during  the  year. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Situation. 

Occupier. 

High  Street 

Dentith,  J. 

>> 

Hingley,  E. 

Victoria  Road  .. 
High  Street 

Abbiss,  W. 
late  Victoria  Rd. 

Void . 

Willis,  Mrs.  ... 
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COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


Situation. 

Occupier. 

Cows. 

Thorns  Road 

»>  >> 

Harbach,  H. 
Bloomer,  A. 

6 

8 

Merry  Hill 

Level  Woods 
Amblecote  Road 

High  Street  (top) 

Barnes,  Bros.  .. 
Foxall,  M. 

Court,  Geo. 

Dunn,  R. 

Dunn.  M. 

5 

7 

IO 

7 

,,  Lower 

Round,  Wm. 

5 

>>  » 

Shaw,  W. 

5 

6,  New  Street 

Bloomer,  J. 

milkseller 

The  dairies  in  all  cases  except  M.  Dunn  were  rclean 
and  well  ventilated,  but  in  one  I  found  pickles  were  also  kept, 
liie  cows  were  in  many  cases  caked  with  filth  on  the  hind¬ 
quarters,  and  I  have  told  keepers  that  it  is  as  necessary5'to 
groom  and  clean  a  cow  as  a  horse,  in  fact,  more  so.  Thev 
promise  that  it  shall  be  done.  y 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  Obediently, 


F.  A.  FURBER, 


Surveyor. 


. 

■ 


